
Sociology of  Health and Illness:  
Social Structure, Health Disparities, & Health Equity  

Instructor 
Dr. Whitney Pirtle 

Email 
wpirtle@ucmerced.edu 

Class Times 
Tuesdays, 1:00-3:45pm 
COB2 262 

Office Location 
COB 2 - 223 

Office Hours 
Thursdays, 1:00-3:00pm 

Course Overview 
Sociology is the social scientific study of society; the study of people, groups, 
organizations, institutions, and structures within society and the interplay 
between. Sociology of health and illness is the study of society health; both a 
look into who is or can be healthy, how health and medicine is organized, and 
how health is structured distributed, and the interplay between these things. As 
such, the sociology of health and illness is a large and historically important 
subfield within the discipline of sociology, but with important links to public 
health, social epidemiology, and health psychology.  
 
This seminar course is designed as an introductory, yet comprehensive survey of 
the sociology of health for graduate students and will involve intensive reading, 
active student participation, student leadership, and critical sociological analysis. 
The course will cover three primary areas: (1) theories, arguments, and methods 
of the sociology of health and medicine; (2) medicine, health, and society; (3) the 
social distribution of health; and (4) health equity. Within each section, the 
research will focus on highlighting factors that shape health disparities and 
solutions for health equity. 
 
§ What is health and illness?   

§ What methods are used to study health and illness in society?  
§ How does society shape ideas about health?  

§ How do we make people and societies healthier?  
§ Are our institutions of health working? Are they equitable?  
§ How might health professionals help or hurt patients?  

§ Why are some people sick and others healthy?  
§ How does society and its structures shape health outcomes?  
§ How does social stress get under our skin?  
§ How can we create a more healthy and equitable society?  

 

 



Spring 2020 Page 2 
 

Course Objectives  
1. To build sociological knowledge in the area of health and illness.  
2. To enhance skills as a critical reader of empirical sociological research on 

health and illness.  
3. To develop and hone oral presentation skills through leading course discussion 

of readings.  
4. To develop and hone writing skills through the proposal of a research project 

in the area of health and illness.  
5. To think critically about health equity solutions and critical public health praxis.  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)  
At the end of this course, students will be able to (parenthesis correspond to 
PLOs): 
1. Synthesize, critique, and understand sociological theories of health and 

medicine. (1) 
2. Critique and evaluate sociological and other research methods used to 

understand disparities in health. (2) 
3. Synthesize, critique, and identify extensions to previous empirical and 

theoretical work in health and illness, and the medical field. (3) 
4. Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, about arguments, 

methods, and concepts in the sociology of health and medicine. (5) 
 

Program Learning Outcomes (CLOs)  
By the time students have completed their Ph.D., they will be able to… 
1. Synthesize, critique, apply, and extend major sociological theories. 
2. Critique and evaluate qualitative and quantitative sociological research 

methods  
3. Design and conduct independent research that makes an original 

contribution to sociological knowledge. 
4. Synthesize, critique, and identify extensions to previous empirical and 

theoretical work in at least two substantive areas of the discipline. 
5. Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, about sociological 

theories, arguments, methods, and concepts. 
6. Be socialized into the profession.  This can include attending a conference, 

organizing a session, presenting research, reviewing a journal article, peer 
mentoring, and otherwise participating in the organizational life of the 
program. 
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Required Texts 
 
Ansell, David A. 2017. The Death Gap: How Inequality Kills. Chicago ; London: The University of Chicago 

Press. 
 
Bird, Chloe E. & Patricia P. Rieker. 2008. Gender and Health: The Effects of Constrained Choices and Social 

Policies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
   
Conrad, Peter. 2007. The medicalization of society: On the transformation of human conditions into treatable disorders. 

John Hopkins U Press 
 
Hatch, Anthony R. 2019. Silent Cells: The Secret Drugging of Captive America. U of Minnesota Press. 
 
Metzl, Jonathan M. 2019. Dying of Whiteness: How the Politics of Racial Resentment is Killing America's Heartland.  
 
Roberts, Dorothy E. 1999. Killing the black body: Race, reproduction, and the meaning of liberty. Vintage Books.  
 
Watkins-Hayes, Celeste. 2019. Remaking a Life: How Women Living with HIV/AIDS Confront Inequality. 

University of California Press.  
 

The following edited volumes or anthologies are helpful resources:  

LaVeist, Thomas A. (Ed) 2002. Race, Ethnicity, and Health. New York: Wiley and Sons. 
Conrad, Peter and Valerie Leiter. (Eds) 2013. The Sociology of Health and Illness: Critical Perspectives. New 

York: Worth Publishers.  
Scheid, Tersea and Tony N. Brown. 2010. A Handbook for the Study of Mental Health: Social Contexts, 

Theories, and Systems. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.   
 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Actively and routinely participate in class discussions. Creativity and enthusiasm during class discussions will be 
highly rewarded. As scholars in training, you must develop capacity to interact in collegial fashion with 
others especially when ideas are contested and/or your perspective may be criticized, as long as our 
community guidelines are respected (to be created on the first day). Everyone must do their very best to 
engage the reading and each other during every single class. I will nurture and encourage effective and 
measured participation.  
 
2. Lead/facilitate a # (TBD between 3-5) of class discussions. Leading/facilitating class discussion in a substantive 
graduate course is a skill that requires preparation, perspiration, and perseverance in equal parts. 
Leaders/facilitators for a given class will share the responsibility of guiding class discussion as a group 
therefore you are encouraged to work collaboratively to develop a lesson plan. There are several methods 
for leading/facilitating class discussions. You might pose questions about the reading’s primary thesis, 
theory, data, methods, or conclusions. You might offer critique of the reading’s central finding and invite 
responses to the critique. You might design an in-class activity that provides insight into the substantive 
topic covered in the reading. You might offer comparisons with previous weeks’ readings. If class discussion 
is stalled, I may intercede. If class discussion veers too far astray, I may intercede. Otherwise, I will allow 
you, as a group of students, to decide how the class discussion proceeds. Survey seminars are what students 
put into them; its success thus depends upon you. Your facilitation will be evaluated by myself and the 
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course, based on a rubric we develop together.  Group facilitators must submit a lesson to me by the start of 
class composed of: 

a. Learning Objectives (2-4)  
b. Brief Class Outline/ Plan  
c. Discussion Questions (6+)  

 
4. Complete the assigned reading and a reading analysis of length 3-4 pages for each class period. I expect everyone to do 
the readings prior to class on Tuesday. Reading analyses should be typed, double-spaced, and printed in 
Times New Roman 12 font with margins of 1 inch all around. I must receive your analysis by email by 9am 
the day of class. Each analysis is worth ~20 points or 25% of your grade. An analysis should include the 
following:  

a. Full citations of the work (1 point) 
b. Definitions of major concepts and examples of their use in the text (3 points) 
c. Significant quotations and items that you find interesting for (1 point) 
d. The main points of the readings, including summaries of each chapter for books (3 points)  
e. Brief description of methods and its merits (3 points) 
f. Your reactions/questions/critiques/linkages with other readings (8 points) 

i. This is the analytical part where you synthesize the readings and comment and evaluate their 
contributions, assumptions, omissions, writing style, policy implications, political bias, etc.  

 
5. Compose and post at least one discussion questions per week derived from the reading before 9am on the day of 
class. If you are leading/facilitating class discussion then you do not have to submit questions that week (but 
you are welcome to use questions to aid in your class facilitation). These are assessed by me on a three tier 
category: excellent (full credit), fair (partial credit), poor (no credit). Questions will be posted in CatCourses 
in the discussion tab. Students are welcome to continue class conversation and engage with the questions 
after class has ended. These are worth 5% of your grade. 
 
6. Draft a short scholarly non-peer reviewed piece (~1200 words) for publication related to sociology of health and illness. The 
goal of this short piece of writing is to introduce students to scholarly writing beyond a research proposal or 
article, and to have a workable draft of something that could be published soon after the class ends. The 
two primary options I am thinking of include an OpEd related to health or a book review of a health-related 
book published in the last five years. I am open to other ideas of writing as you see fit. In whatever form, 
your job is to enter into a scholarly conversation with published authors on a topic of your interest 
associated with the sociology of health, either by presenting a researched opinionated piece or by reviewing 
a current book. Guidelines will differ for type of piece and examples will be included on CatCourses. The 
first draft of this is due on March 31st, which will be peer reviewed in class. The final draft is due (along with 
a copy of your first draft) on April 21st and is worth 15% of your grade.  
 
7. Write a final scholarly research proposal, paper, or practice qualifying exam proposal no longer than 20 pages. The goal of 
this assignment is to demonstrate mastery over class and related content. Some of you might have a project 
you like to begin, others might have one you want to complete, and even others might rather prepare for a 
qualifying exam; so, for this final option you can too choose what format you want to produce. In either 
format, you will show mastery over a synthesized literature, theoretical debates, methodological issues and 
concerns, and present reasoned arguments. Further guidelines will again be included on CatCourses. I 
require to have one at least 15-minute conversation about your choice in my office hours before April 14th.  
These final are worth 25% of your grade and due May 12th.  
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Grading and Evaluation  
Assignment Weight Point Distribution 
In-class participation 
& Attendance 

10% 100 

Discussion Questions 5% 50 

In-class Facilitation 20% 200 
Reading Memos 25% 250 
Short Writing 
Assignment 

15% 150 

Final Writing 
Assignment 

25% 250 

Total 100% 1000 

 
Course Policies: 
• Be on time to class.  
• Attend every class.  
• Cell phones should be turned off or on silent.   
• Computers are discouraged classroom.  
• Please try to minimize food consumption to breaks, but if needed limit the noise (via food packaging, 

chewing, etc.).  

Work: 
• All assignments are due on CatCourses by the designated date. If something comes up, speak with me 

immediately so we can arrange for the work to be turned in. 
• The penalty for late work is 5% each day.  
• Your papers should comply with MLA, APA, or ASA formatting. It should be written in Times New 

Roman 12pt font with 1-inch margins and double-spaced.  
• You must properly cite the source (again, see MLA, APA, or ASA style guides). Penalties of 5% will be 

added for not properly citing work.  
• Don’t plagiarize, not only is it in violation with academic honesty codes, it is obvious and frustrating. 

Plagiarism will require an in-person meeting with me and a deduction on your work.  

Respectful Community Policies: 
• Remarks that alienate or demean other students in the classroom will not be tolerated. Hate speech 

against any gender, sex, race, lifestyle, or creed will result in removal from the class.  Title IX makes it 
clear that violence and harassment based on protected categories is a Civil Rights offense.  

• Actively listen to one another and make sure others have an opportunity to contribute (encourage 
participation). 

• I do not regularly check my email after business hours or on the weekend.  
• Voice and video recording is not allowed.  
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Course Schedule 
Week Subject Readings  
Week 1 
 
Jan 21st  

Sociology of Health 
and Illness  

Clair, Jeffrey M., Cullen Clark, Brian P. Hinote, et al. 2007. 
“Developing, integrating, and perpetuating new ways 
of applying sociology to health, medicine, policy, and 
everyday life.” Social Science and Medicine 64(1): 248–
258.  

Hill, Terrence et al. Forthcoming. “The Subfields of Medical 
Sociology.” In The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Medical 
Sociology 

Timmermans, Stefan, and Steven Haas. 2008. “Towards A 
Sociology of Disease.” Sociology of Health and Illness 30 
(5): 659-76. 

Week 2 
 
Jan 28th  
 

Theoretical 
Orientations 

Pearlin, Leonard I. 1989. “The Sociological Study of Stress.” 
Journal of Health and Social Behavior. 30: 241-56.  

Robinson, Brandon A. 2014 "Barebacking with Weber: Re-
enchanting the rational sexual order." Social Theory & 
Health 12(3): 235-250. 

Link, Bruce G., and Jo C. Phelan. 2006. "Stigma and its 
public health implications." The Lancet 367 (9509): 
528-529. 

Link, Bruce G., Francis T. Cullen, Elmer Struening, Patrick 
E. Shrout, and Bruce P. Dohrenwend. "A modified 
labeling theory approach to mental disorders: An 
empirical assessment." American sociological review 
(1989): 400-423. 

Veenstra, Gerry and Patrick John Burnett. 2014. “A 
Relational Approach to Health Practices: Towards 
Transcending the Agency-Structure Divide.” Sociology of 
Health & Illness 36(2):187–98. 

Garland-Thomson, R., 2005. Feminist disability studies. 
Signs: Journal of women in Culture and Society, 30(2), 
pp.1557-1587. 

Recommended:  
Veenstra, Gary. 2007. Social space, social class and Bourdieu: 

Health inequalities in British Columbia, Canada Health 
& Place 1 (1): 14-31.  

Thoits, Peggy A. 2010. “Stress and Health: Major Findings 
and Policy Implications.” Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior 51: S41-53. 

 
Week 3 
 
Feb 4th  

Methodologies of the 
Field  

Aneshensel, Carol S. 2005. “Research in Mental health: Social 
Etiology versus Social Consequences.”  Journal of 
Health and Social Behavior 46: 221-228. 



Spring 2020 Page 7 
 

Charmaz, Kathy and Virginia Oleson. 1997. “Ethnographic 
Research in Medical Sociology:  Its Foci and 
Distinctive Contributions.” Sociological Methods 
Research. 25: 452-494. 

Chowkwanyun, Merlin. 2011. “The Strange Disappearance 
of History from Racial Health Disparities Research.” 
Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race 8(1):253–
70. 

Forbes, Angus and Steven Wainwright. 2001. “On the 
Methodological, Theoretical, and Philosophical 
Context of Health Inequalities Research: A Critique.” 
Social Science & Medicine 53 (2001) 801–816.  

Timmermans, Stefan. 2012. “Seven Warrants for Qualitative 
Health Sociology” Social Science and Medicine 77:1-8.  

Ford, Chandra L., & Airhihenbuwa, Collins O. 2010. The 
public health critical race methodology: praxis for 
antiracism research. Social Science & Medicine, 71(8), 
1390-1398. 

 
Recommended:  
Williams, David, Y Yu, JS Jackson, NB Anderson. 1997.  

Racial differences in physical and mental health: 
Socio-economic status, stress and discrimination. 
Journal of health psychology 2 (3) 335-351 

 
Week 4 
 
Feb 11th  

Constructing and 
Measuring Health  

Brown, Tony N. 2003. “Critical Race Theory Speaks to the 
Sociology of Mental Health: Mental Health Problems 
Linked to Racial Stratification.” Journal of Health and 
Social Behavior 44(3):292-301. 

Conrad, Peter and Kristin K. Barker. 2010. “The Social 
Construction of Illness: Key Insights and Policy 
Implications.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 
51(1):S67-S79. 

Green, Monica H. 2017 “The Globalisations of Disease” 
494-520.   

Link, Bruce G., Jo C. Phelan, Michaeline Bresnahan, Ann 
Stueve, and Bernice A. Pescosolido. 1999. "Public 
conceptions of mental illness: labels, causes, 
dangerousness, and social distance." American journal of 
public health 89(9):1328-1333. 

Mirowsky, John and Catherine Ross. 2002. “Measurement 
for Human Science.” Journal and Health a Social 
Behavior 43(2):152-170. 
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Week 5  
 
Feb 18th  

Medicine, Health, and 
Society   

Conrad, Peter. 2007. The medicalization of society: On the 
transformation of human conditions into treatable disorders. 
John Hopkins U Press 

Abraham, John. 2010. "Pharmaceuticalization of society in 
context: theoretical, empirical and health 
dimensions." Sociology 44(4):603-622. 

Week 6  
 
Feb 25th  
 

Medicine, Health, and 
Society  

Hatch, Anthony R. 2019. Silent Cells: The Secret Drugging of 
Captive America. U of Minnesota Press. 

 
Netherland, Julie and Helena Hansen. 2017. “White Opioids: 

Pharmaceutical Race and the War on Drugs That 
Wasn’t.” BioSocieties 12(2):217–38. 

Week 7 
 
March 3rd  
  

Doctor and Patient 
Interactions   

Cassell, Joan. 1997. “Doing Gender, Doing Surgery: Women 
Surgeons in a Man's Profession” Human Organization 
56(1): 47-52.  

Haider, A.H., Sexton, J., Sriram, N., Cooper, L.A., Efron, 
D.T., Swoboda, S., Villegas, C.V., Haut, E.R., Bonds, 
M., Pronovost, P.J. and Lipsett, P.A., 2011. 
Association of unconscious race and social class bias 
with vignette-based clinical assessments by medical 
students. JAMA 306(9):942-951.  

Heritage, John and Douglas W. Maynard. 2006. “Problems 
and prospects in the study of physician patient 
interaction: 30 years of research.” Annual Review of 
Sociology 32: 351-74. 

LaVeist, Thomas A., and Amani Nuru-Jeter. 2002. "Is 
doctor-patient race concordance associated with 
greater satisfaction with care?" Journal of health and 
social behavior : 296-306. 

Puhl, R.M., Luedicke, J. and Grilo, C.M., 2014. Obesity bias 
in training: attitudes, beliefs, and observations among 
advanced trainees in professional health disciplines. 
Obesity 22(4):1008-1015.  

Wingfield, Adia Harvey and Koji Chavez. 2020. “Getting In, 
Getting Hired, Getting Sideways Looks: 
Organizational Hierarchy and Perceptions of Racial 
Discrimination.” American Sociological Review.  

Recommended:   
Cottom, Tressie McMillian. “I Was Pregnant and in Crisis. 

All the Doctors and Nurses Saw Was an Incompetent 
Black Woman.” From Thick, In Time Magazine  

 
Week 8  
 
March 10th  

Social Determinants 
of Health: Social 

Ansell, David A. 2017. The Death Gap: How Inequality Kills. 
Chicago; London: The University of Chicago 
Press. (Chapters 1-2) 
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 Structure and 
Disparities  

Gee, Gilbert C., and Chandra L. Ford. 2011. "Structural 
racism and health inequities: old issues, new 
directions." Du Bois review: social science research on race 
8(1): 115-132. 

Link, Bruce G. and Jo Phelan. 1995. “Social Conditions as 
Fundamental Causes of Disease.” Journal of Health and 
Social Behavior. (Extra Issue):80-94.  

Lutfey, Karen, & Freese, Jeremy. 2005. “Toward some 
fundamentals of fundamental causality: Socioeconomic 
status and health in the routine clinic visit for diabetes.” 
American Journal of Sociology, 110(5): 1326-1372. 

Phelan, Jo C., and Bruce G. Link. 2015. "Is racism a 
fundamental cause of inequalities in health?." Annual 
Review of Sociology 41: 311-330. 

Scambler, Graham. 2012. “Health Inequalities.” Sociology of 
Health & Illness 34(1):130–46. 

 
 

Week 9  
 
March 17th  
 

Social Determinants 
of Health: Conceptual 
Models  

Evans-Campbell, Teresa. 2008. "Historical trauma in 
American Indian/Native Alaska communities: A 
multilevel framework for exploring impacts on 
individuals, families, and communities." Journal of 
interpersonal violence 23(3): 316-338. 

Philbin, Morgan M., Morgan Flake, Mark L. Hatzenbuehler, 
and Jennifer S. Hirsch. 2018. “State-Level 
Immigration and Immigrant-Focused Policies as 
Drivers of Latino Health Disparities in the United 
States.” Social Science & Medicine 199:29–38.  

Harrell, Shelly P. 2000. “A multidimensional 
conceptualization of racism-related stress: 
Implications for the well-being of people of color.” 
American journal of Orthopsychiatry 70(1): 42-57. 

Miller, Lisa, and Eric A Grollman. 2015 “The social costs 
of gender nonconformity for transgender adults: 
Implications for discrimination and health.” 
Sociological Forum 30(3): 809-831 

Sewell, Abigail, KA Jefferson, Hedwig Lee. 2016. “Living 
under surveillance: Gender, psychological distress, 
and stop-question-and-frisk policing in New York 
City.” Social science & medicine 159: 1-13.  

 
Recommended Reading: 
Morrison, Jim. 2019 “Can We Turn Down the Temperature 

on Urban Heat Islands?” 
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https://e360.yale.edu/features/can-we-turn-down-
the-temperature-on-urban-heat-islands 

McGee, Ebony, Derek Griffith, Stacey Houston. 2019.  
" I Know I Have to Work Twice as Hard and Hope That 

Makes Me Good Enough": Exploring the Stress and 
Strain of Black Doctoral Students in Engineering and 
Computing.” Teachers College Record 121(6) 

 
Week 10 
 
March 24th  
 

Spring Break  Take a break! 

Week 11 
 
March 31st  
 
Draft Short 
papers due 

Social Determinants 
of Health: Race, Class, 
Gender, and Politics  

  Roberts, Dorothy E. 1999. Killing the black body: Race, 
reproduction, and the meaning of liberty. Vintage Books.  

 
Geronimus, A.T., Hicken, M.T., Pearson, J.A., et al. 2010. 

“Do US Black Women Experience Stress-Related 
Accelerated Biological Aging? A Novel Theory and 
First Population-Based Test of Black-White 
Differences in Telomere Length”. Human Nature 21:19-
28.  

Week 12  
 
April 7th  

Social Determinants: 
Gender and the State    

Bird, Chloe E. & Patricia P. Rieker. 2008. Gender and 
Health: The Effects of Constrained Choices and Social 
Policies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Homan, Patricia. 2019. “Structural Sexism and Health in the 

United States: A New Perspective on Health Inequality 
and the Gender System.” American Sociological Review 
84(3):486–516. 

 
Week 13 
 
April 14th  

Social Determinants: 
Intersectionality  

Brown, Tyson H., Liana J. Richardson, Taylor W. Hargrove, 
and Courtney S. Thomas. 2016. “Using Multiple-
Hierarchy Stratification and Life Course Approaches to 
Understand Health Inequalities: The Intersecting 
Consequences of Race, Gender, SES, and Age.” Journal 
of Health and Social Behavior 57(2):200–222. 

Bowleg, Lisa. 2012. “The problem with the phrase women 
and minorities: intersectionality—an important 
theoretical framework for public health.” American 
journal of public health, 102(7): 1267-1273. 

Gee, Gilbert. 2008. “A multilevel analysis of the relationship 
between institutional and individual racial 
discrimination and health status.” American journal of 
public health 98 (Supplement_1)” S48-S56 
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Veenstra, Gary. 2013. “Race, gender, class, sexuality (RGCS) 
and hypertension.” Social Science & Medicine 89: 16-24 

Viruell-Fuentes, Edna et al. 2012. “More Than Culture: 
Structural Racism, Intersectionality Theory, and 
Immigrant Health” Social Science & Medicine 75 (12): 
2099-106.  

 
Week 14  
 
April 21st  
 
Revised Short 
Papers Due  

Social Determinants 
of Health: Politics and 
Whiteness  

Metzl, Jonathan M. 2019. Dying of Whiteness: How the Politics of 
Racial Resentment is Killing America's Heartland.  

 
Siddiqi, A., Sod-Erdene, O., Hamilton, and Tressie 

McMillan-Cottom. 2019. “Growing sense of social 
status threat and concomitant deaths of despair 
among whites”. SSM Journal of Population Health.
   

Week 15  
 
April 28th  
 

Health Equity  Watkins-Hayes, Celeste. 2019. Remaking a Life: How Women 
Living with HIV/AIDS Confront Inequality. University 
of California Press.  

McLane-Davison, Denise. 2016. “Lifting: Black Feminist 
Leadership in the Fight Against HIV/AIDS.” Affilia 
31(1):55–69. 

Week 16  
 
May 5th  
 

Health Equity  Ansell, David A. 2017. The Death Gap: How Inequality Kills. 
Chicago; London: The University of Chicago 
Press. (Chapters 9-13) 

Bailey, Zinzi D., Nancy Krieger, Madina Agénor, Jasmine 
Graves, Natalia Linos, and Mary T. Bassett. 2017. 
“Structural Racism and Health Inequities in the USA: 
Evidence and Interventions.” The Lancet 
389(10077):1453–63. 

Metzl, Jonathan M., JuLeigh Petty, and Oluwatunmise V. 
Olowojoba. 2018. “Using a Structural Competency 
Framework to Teach Structural Racism in Pre-Health 
Education.” Social Science & Medicine 199:189–201. 

Patler, Caitlin and Whitney Laster Pirtle. 2018. “From 
Undocumented to Lawfully Present: Do Changes to 
Legal Status Impact Psychological Wellbeing among 
Latino Immigrant Young Adults?” Social Science & 
Medicine 199:39–48. 

Sampson, Robert J. 2008. ‘Moving to Inequality: 
Neighborhood Effects and Experiments Meet Social 
Structure.’ American Journal of Sociology. 114:189-231. 

Reccomended:  
Brownson, Ross C., Debra Haire-Joshu, and Douglas A. 

Luke. 2006. “Shaping the Context of Health: A Review 
of Environmental and Policy Approaches in the 
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University Policies: 
Academic Honesty 
Students are expected to abide by the UC Merced campus-wide Academic Honesty Policy 
http://studentlife.ucmerced.edu/what-we-do/student-judicial-affairs/academicy-honesty-policy . 
Academic misconduct is a serious offense. Violation of these policies may result in a grade of “F” 
or 0 points for the assignment, or for more serious violations, a grade of “F” in the course, at the 
discretion of the instructor. 
 
Student Needs 
UC Merced provides individuals with disabilities reasonable accommodations to participate in 
educational programs, activities, and services. Any student who feels he or she may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss his or her 
specific needs. Also contact Disability Services at (209) 228-7884 (http://disability.ucmerced.edu/ ) 
as soon as possible to become registered and thereby ensure that such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact UCM counseling services if you are in need of psychological or 
emotional support at (209) 228-4266 (http://counseling.ucmerced.edu/ ). UCM H.E.R.O.S. offers a 
peer programing for other important health-based initiatives (http://heroes.ucmerced.edu/ ) 
 
Student parents are encouraged to find childcare for their children. For instance, the UC Merced 
Early Childcare Educational Center serves student parents at discounted rates 
(https://ecec.ucmerced.edu/more-information ; but see also student parent portal for more 
resources (https://bfs.ucmerced.edu/student-parents). However, in case of last-minute family 
emergencies, children are welcome to join you. Infants in arms are also welcomed to join parents at 
any time. Please email to notify me of their presence so I can adjust for any sensitive material. 
 
Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day 
should consider signing up for the Food Pantry service supported by the United Way. A sign-up 
form can be found here: http://studentlife.ucmerced.edu/content/food-pantry-sign-form. 
 
Any student who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance 
in the course, is urged to contact the office of Dean of Students Jonathan Grady at (209) 228-3633. 
This Deans office also includes a student response team to address students’ varying needs 
(https://studentaffairs.ucmerced.edu/students/student-response-team). 
 
If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can call to report (209) 285-9510 
or find the appropriate resources here: http://dsvp.ucmerced.edu/report . 

Prevention of Chronic Diseases.” Annual Review of Public 
Health 27(1):341–70. 

 
Week 17  
 
May 12th  
 

Exam Week  Final Papers Due  


